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Woman Work 


University Minnesota Press. 


Anderson, Mary 

told Mary Winslow. 
Nov. 1951. 266p. $3.50. 
The woman who works factory has moved 
economic escalator since 1900, this autobiography 
shows. Not exactly rags-to-riches story, has all the 
appeal the traditional tale triumph over odds. 
The most remarkable aspect this appeal lies the 
fact that neither the motives inspiring Miss Anderson, 
nor the details generally regarded appealing, appear 
anywhere these pages. That the book absorbing 
tribute its subject’s own honesty, integrity, and 
conviction. 


Mary Anderson headed the Women’s Bureau the 
Department Labor from the second administration 
Woodrow Wilson through the administration 
Franklin Roosevelt. 1889 she had left her native 
Sweden come—accompanied sickly sister—to 
the United States. Her early experiences maid- 
Michigan and Wisconsin made her re- 
solve leave this kind employment soon she 
could. When her sister moved Chicago, Mary ac- 
companied her, and began look for work factory. 
She was successful, first, finding only unskilled 
occupation shoe manufacturing company. 


Mary Anderson liked her work the factories well 
enough, but she liked her fellow-workers more. Almost 
from the beginning, she seems have been confidante 
comrade most them. Unionization workers 
was just beginning when she first became factory- 
hand; unions promised effect many the reforms 
she hoped see accomplished. Probably the most 
significant observation she makes regard her union 
membership that she realized, few her con- 
temporaries, out trade unions, seemed do, 
that the unions were help the workers every pos- 
sible means. The strike was the weapon last resort; 
education and social activity were the prime means 
which the unions safeguarded the laborers’ wages 
and jobs. 


Miss Anderson’s gifts were recognized some the 
Pioneer social workers and feminist organizers, too, and 
their backing, particularly that Mrs. Raymond Robins, 
introduced her social and political groups she would 
otherwise never have known. She started early act 
liaison agent between these women and her fellow- 
workers, This capacity for liaison work, fact, 
Mary Anderson’s genius, though she perhaps was not 
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fully aware it, and though her modest, practical 
account her work makes such claim. 


When the Women’s constituted, 1918, 
Mary Anderson under her friend, Mary 
Van Kleeck, succeeded head 1919. 
Although the and ange administrations 
prevent their mendations from being 
ployers with tionary new Wages and 
working which for men were 
unfit for women, too. 


that simple was built the whole philosophy 
the the Bureau, chief em- 
phasis was laid upon making investigations, and issuing 
studies based these. There was never enough money 
this properly, and Mary Anderson was embar- 
rassed international conventions which revealed the 
superiority other countries the field industrial 
relations affecting women. Yet what she could she 
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did, and her staff seems have performed super- 
human fashion give her really excellent studies 
industrial conditions. 


This absorbing account, then, the work 
pioneer the field industrial relations involving 
women. autobiography, has many defects. 
Mary Anderson never seen three-dimensionally, after 
she grows and leaves her native Sweden. Her whole 
American life life lived factories conven- 
tions, conferences offices. Any private concerns 
reactions could contained within two three 
pages, the scattered mentions them were concen- 
trated one place. Mary Anderson, the woman, there- 
fore, never appears living person. 


But Mary Anderson the social worker, the labor leader, 
the administrator and executive, the wisely warm- 
hearted friend woman industry, the woman who 
proved the important truth that other women work 
factories because they must, not because they need 
pin-money —this Mary Anderson lives and walks 
through these pages simply, graciously, honestly 
she walked through the factories and offices her 
busy industrial and official life. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Frison-Roche, Roger The Grand Crevasse 
Prentice-Hall. Dec. 10, 1951. 243p. $3.00. 


The lonely world Alpine snow and rocks and glaciers 
realistically re-created The Grand Crevasse. The 
author, mountain guide his youth and Alpine 
commando World War II, knows the Alps inti- 
mately for what they are—beautiful and treacherous, 
knowledge apparent his magnificent descriptions 
and the authentic and thrilling details that success- 
fully involve the reader all the hazards well 
the rewards mountaineering. this novel the set- 
ting dominates; the story that constitutes the back- 
ground. 


Zian Mappaz and Brigitte Collonges are the chief char- 
acters. daring guide and the conductor 
climbing school. She the city-bred daughter 
Baron Collonges. When she becomes interested the 
intrepid guide and turn senses his interest her— 
despite his betrothal Nanette, village girl—she 
registers student Zian’s school. Her first ambi- 
tious climb the Aiguilles Mummery and Ravenel 
serves instill Brigitte love for climbing, and she 
comes have new regard for Zian, who, though only 
peasant the valley, seems the mountains 
transfigured and raised the scale humanity. 
their most adventurous climb, when, after storm 
that almost spells disaster for them, they attain the 
summit Mont Blanc, that Zian and Brigitte acknowl- 
edge their love for each other. Their elation, however, 
tempered the knowledge that their decision 
wed will met with family objections once they de- 
scend the valley. When these are eventually over- 
come, they finally marry, and Brigitte determined 
adapt herself her new role the wife moun- 
tain guide. But their married life gradually beset 
with difficulties. The pull Brigitte’s old life becomes 
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stronger, and, when the requirements Zian’s calling 
oblige him repeatedly leave her alone for days, the 
“crevasse” between them widened. 


Brigitte then accepts invitation visit her parents 
Paris. Zian, alone, unhappy over her prolonged 
absence, finds solace solitary trek his beloved 
mountains. There meets with accident and falls 
into crevasse. Meanwhile, the gaiety Parisian 
society serves only sting Brigitte into realizing that 
she loves Zian deeply. Excitedly she writes tell him 
her change heart and her immediate return 
the valley. But Zian trapped through eight days 
intense physical suffering, rescued from the crevasse 
too late. Only Nanette beside him when dies, 
and his delirium mistakes her for Brigitte. The 
crevasse remains. 


This well-written novel gladly recommended for gen- 
eral reading, particularly because will prove source 
delight those who like the jagged peaks, the 
breath-taking ascents, the strange and powerful fasci- 
nations mountain-climbing. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Flynn, John While You Slept 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 19, 1951. 192p. $2.50. 

This book centers about the disastrous mistakes for- 
eign policy, taken from events the past decade, which 
have left our nation serious straits. The author 
condemns both the Morgenthau plan for Germany and 
our policy the Far East, especially China. 
outlines reasons for believing that pro-Communist 
groups and out government sold this program 
gullible American public. are now paying 
tremendous price for our innocence. 


Many items contained this book are not new. Rather 
compilation the meat many Congressional 
hearings, exposés, and diaries public officials. Most 
interesting, example thought conditioning, are 
pages 66-81, dealing with political studies China 
published during the years 1943-1949. books 
published the subject, were favorable the 
Communist position. All these received highly lauda- 
tory reviews major book-review publications; 
whereas the other seven were either ignored criticized 
adversely. Even worse, the pro-Communist writers ap- 
parently constituted corps “experts” who were 
selected review each others’ books. 


That American Communists had 
opinion during the critical war and postwar years has 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1952, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) Monsarrat 
Melville Goodwin, USA (Ila) Marquand 
Moses Asch 

The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone 

The End the Affair (III) Greene 
From Here Eternity (IV) Jones 

The Wanderer (IIb) Waltari 
The Catcher the Rye Salinger 
The Iron Mistress Wellman 


The Sea Around Carson Sept. 
The New Yorker 25th Anniversary 

Album Nov. 
Kon-Tiki (1) Heyerdahl 
Fifty Billion Dollars Jones Nov. 
Strange Lands and Friendly 

People (Ila) Douglas Nov. 


been known most serious students the subject. 
There has been abundant documentation available 
the research student. Mr. Flynn has rendered 
service making some this material available 
book form. slight, rather than definitive study. 
sense partisan, that selects evidence only 
document strongly anti-Roosevelt and anti-Acheson 
(and State Department) thesis. portrays the situa- 
tion only black and white, whereas reality rarely 
quite simple. 


But the facts compilation from far richer 
original source material ignored. They 
would less telling politically had the Administration 
adopted the Communist issue the drastic remedies 
now using for political corruption. But since the 
decision was retain men whose judgment had been 
proved wrong, even though their loyalty was not ques- 
tionable, political hay will made from the material 
cited these pages. 


This book can recommended for general reading. 
more balanced book would desirable, but the 
present treatment should shake from any com- 
placency might feel regarding the alleged impotence 
the American Communist Party and its allies. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Thirkell, Angela The Duke’s Daughter 
Knopf. Oct. 15. 1951. 322p. $3.50. 


This latest work prolific English writer novel 
manners, refreshing contrast the novels pas- 
sion, intrigue character analysis more common 
The author’s even, slow pace depicting the 
present social scene English county, reminiscent 
Jane Austen’s style. Mrs. Thirkell has been writing 
the chronicle Barsetshire for twenty years and The 
Duke’s Daughter continues with the lives its tenants. 
Readers will remember that century ago Anthony 
Trollope used the same imaginary locale for his novels. 


The reader who enjoys sitting inconsequential 
family conversations, chit-chat over tea cups and argu- 
ments about farm, field, and stock will his ele- 
ment; for while The Duke’s Daughter has very little 


plot, abounds table talk and tea and garden party 
scenes, all them commented with frequent and 
slightly sarcastic asides the author. (If the fore- 
going rather rambling sentence seems somewhat con- 
fusing the reason may that your reviewer has become 
subtly influenced Mrs. Thirkell’s technique.) 


Those who have followed the social history Barset- 
shire will interested the happenings which pre- 
cede and lead the engagement the duke’s 
daughter, Lady Cora Pallister, Sir Cecil Waring. 
There are three other pairings-off note, all an- 
nounced within twenty-four hours. And should 
not fail mention the gauche antics and betrothal 
the giddy domestic Marigold. The characters, too 
many for newcomer the region keep separate 
identity and relationships, represent cross section 
the English gentry faced with post war rationing and 
housing problems. “They” are frequently referred 
Machiavellian perpetrators the austerity program 
which “battering and bullying” the beloved country. 
Mrs. Thirkell’s unexciting portrayal English country 
life good taste and unobjectionable for all readers, 
but this reviewer found its repetitious trivia too tedious 


for enjoyment. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Holding, Elizabeth Sanxay The Virgin Huntress 
Simon Schuster. Dec. 1951. 177p. $2.50. 
Labelled Inner Sanctum Mystery, this more 
hare-and-hounds tale; there not great deal mys- 
tery after the first ten-twelve pages about good look- 
ing-heel with high-flown ideas his rightful place 
the scheme things social. Quite chance, V-J 
day Staten Island, meets wealthy South Ameri- 
can widow whom has designs and who is, her- 
self, rather complaisant about the designs obviously had 
for her. He, however, had this something his past 
life; something with girl named Nellie. So, 
when Miss Rose begins pry into his background, 
order protect poor Tia Luisa, he, Montford Du- 
chesne, has take steps. 


Miss Holding has sure hand with her story line; but 
fortunate that mystery addicts are not too insistent 
verisimilitude and the logic events. this case, 
coincidence balanced good characterization, ad- 
mitting that all the characters are, come think it, 
bizarre bipetalous begonias. 


Grady, S.]., 


University Scranton 


Lofts, Norah The Lute Player 
Doubleday. Nov. 465p. $3.50. 

Richard, Couer Leon, took bride passant 
part his preparations for the Third Crusade. She 
was Berengaria Navarre and the union was barren. 
the story this marriage and the Third Crusade, 
told Berengaria, her half-sister Anna Opieta, 
Eleanor Aquitaine and Blondel, the minstrel, which 
Norah Lofts’ latest contribution historical fiction. 
Hers story heartbreak with Blondel loving 
Berengaria, Anna loving Blondel, Berengaria loving 


Aug. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Apr. 
Nov. 
July 
Aug. 


Richard and each case the love being unrequited 
and hopeless. The story begins with Anna’s finding 
Blondel and his entrance into Berengaria’s attempts 
secure Richard husband and her final ulti- 
mate success after his betrothed, Alice France, 
revealed King Henry’s paramour. The wedding 
postponed while Richard readies his Crusade and 
finally hurried through route the Holy Land. 
The story the Crusade the usual one—Richard’s 
singlemindedness, fiery impetuosity, military virtuosity 
and tactlessness which gain initial success but lead 
eventually broken alliances and failure. Through 
all Berengaria waits, unattended her lord but keep- 
ing good face the world, Blondel drinks and serves 
Richard, Anna waits patiently and endures stoically. 
Crusade’s end Richard suddenly disappears with 
Blondel for the famous ride across Europe ending 
Austrian captivity. Berengaria and Blondel are suc- 
cessful locating him and finally released after 
long negotiation, mock trial and heavy ransom. Even 
then, because Richard’s sexual aberrations there 
but little communion between him and Berengaria 
continues his pursuit glory until his sudden death 
obscure engagement. Berengaria and Anna 
found gentlewoman’s retreat which later evolves into 
convent where Berengaria lives resignation even 
abandoning her now dissolute but ever faithful Blondel. 
story’s end Anna and Blondel prepare spend 
what remains their lives together. 

Primarily this combination love story with psycho- 
logical character analysis its main aspect. Four 
people intertwined pair partially confluent 
triangles and their characters deteriorating various 
ways and each case because unrequited love. Be- 
cause the nature the matters which treats 
and because the author’s rather mistaken references 
some aspects monasticism the book seems suitable 
only for adult readers. 


Treat, Roger Bishop Sheil and the CYO 
Messner. Nov. 30, 1951. 211p. $3.00. 


Americans all creeds have been impressed the 
great practical achievement the Most Reverend Ber- 
nard Sheil, Auxiliary Bishop Chicago, rehabili- 
tating the youth and underprivileged. From firsthand 
familiarity, however, Roger Treat knows the story better 
than most people, and has undertaken tell 
publicly minor memorial the man whose greatest 
monument will always the many lives has sal- 
vaged. 

The opening dramatically set death cell Cook 
County Jail, where Father Sheil served chaplain and 
first formed the resolution devote his life young 
people. His own beginning had been humble 
that the condemned man, but steady rise followed 
rejection baseball career favor the priesthood: 
study St. Viator’s, seven years curate St. Mel’s, 
chaplaincy Great Lakes Naval Station and then 
the prison. Out personal experience grew the con- 
viction that once stated guard: “There are 
problem children, Leo. There youth problem. 
don’t believe there any such thing juvenile 
delinquent. There are problems youth and the 
older people are the delinquents.” 


204 Treat Heinlein 
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The account quickly sketches his advance position 
that enabled him translate this belief into practical 
performance: management the Eucharistic Congress 
and service vice-chancellor, chancellor, 
general brought episcopal consecration 1928. The 
depression the next year aggravated delinquency, 
and with Cardinal Mundelein the new bishop worked 
out the plan the Catholic Youth Organization. 


Eleven Mr. Treat’s sixteen chapters are then devoted 
tracing the growth the CYO into the organization 
today. might expected from the author’s 
journalistic background well from the integral 
part has had CYO operation, the sports program 
receives very full treatment. Yet most the other 
activities the parent unit are also presented: homes 
for working boys, parolees, and transients; services 
migrant Porto Ricans; Lewis College Science and 
Technology; radio work; the Sheil School Social 
Studies, name few. Inclusion many case his- 
tories related the various organizations lends both 
interest and impressive evidence the amazing good 
that Bishop Sheil has done for the worker, the home- 
less, the poor, and the socially oppressed; they often 
have the climactic quality Henry collection. 
The late pages also report the controversies with Father 
Coughlin and Upton Close; and the account becomes 
somewhat worshipful times, the facts make for- 
givably so. 


Though Mr. Treat apologizes that “getting Bishop Sheil 
down paper was like trying put Niagara Falls into 
thimble”, the reader his book will derive inti- 
mate appreciation both the man and his work. The 
candor, energy, practicality, and boundless charity fea- 
tured the portrait emerge much better from the in- 
formal, but wholly adequate, style used 
would from incongruous pretension highflown 
elegance. This manner also suits the book the full 
range readers who will find profit and interest it. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Heinlein, Robert The Puppet Masters 
Doubleday. 219p. $2.75. 


When secret agents began disappearing the “old man” 
himself took his two best operatives, Sam Nivin and 
Mary Cavanaugh, Iowa investigate. They found 
that earth had been invaded slugs who parasitized 
men clamping out the spinal cord and dominated 
their every action that victim 
more than puppet. They captured slug and brought 
back evidence but skeptical nation could not 
convinced. The slug escaped and parasitized Sam who 
then unwittingly helped their infiltration the East. 
When Sam was rescued “Operation went 
into action and slugs were temporarily halted. Sam 
and Mary married and dropped out the picture for 
brief honeymoon. When they returned they found 
the slugs spreading and complete nudity now enforced 
protective measure. expeditionary force against 
the slugs was swallowed up. Finally slug ship was 
captured temporarily and the sight incubation tanks 
therein pulled the trigger Mary’s memories. Hyp- 
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notism and memory revealed that Mary had parasitized 
Venus child and had survived nine day fever 
which had killed the slug. Sam thereupon figured out 
set tactics whereby the area would 
saturated with the virus nine-day fever. The 
slugs would die four days and then rescue teams 
would with antitoxin and save the people. The 
plan worked but some slugs escaped story’s end 
expedition was leaving destroy their home 
Titan. This relatively fast-paced story, exciting but 
purely hard-boiled adventure with science background 
and touch sex. Suitable for adult readers. 


Tucker, Wilson The City the Sea 
Rinehart. Oct. 25, 1951. 250p. $2.50. 


Women are the soldiers who police colony the 
east shore continent (post-atomic-war North 
America) where always rains and where bows and 
spears are the most advanced weapons. tall bronzed 
man lounges into the settlement one day and, though 
speechless, implants desire through Dr. Barra the 
mind Captain Zee explore the western area which 
lies over impassable mountains. Captain Zee, Lieu- 
tenant Donn and hundred chickens (troopers) follow 
Wolf who uncovers series tunnels through the 
mountain and they march across sunlit plain past 
ruined cities and strangely mutated races natives 
toward Wolf’s city inland sea. Arriving there 
they learn that Wolf, whose mental powers are far 
superior their own, merely idiot race 
intellectual giants who are maintaining the records 
the past use superhuman mental faculties. The 
troops had been led the city because the race feared 
extinction through loss its own females and was will- 
ing sacrifice some its intelligence rejuvenate 
the race. Freed from the primitive monotony colony 
life and the endless rain the troops volunteered 
woman and even the commanders who had been fight- 
ing over Wolf both became his women. This 
minor piece fantasy written several concepts 
the genetic and social effects devastating atomic 
war. really nothing more than stretched out 
short story with relatively weak plot, little adventure, 
less romance and only dash psychology. Because 
the matter with which deals the book seems suit- 
able only for adult readers. 


* 


Wiley, Farida A., ed. John Burrough’s America 
Selections from the Writings the Hudson River Naturalist. 
Devin-Adair. Oct. 1951. 304p. $3.00. 
John Burroughs (1837-1921), American naturalist, 
spent good number his eighty-four years observing 
and reporting upon the wildlife the Catskill Moun- 
tains. His enthusiasm led him climb pine tree 
inspect bird’s nest, lie hours end the wet 
ground learn the habits the woodchuck. His 
myriad discoverings were published magazines and 
then his own books and now this anthology. And 
the sum total all his strenuous labor the stock 
information one may gather the study wildlife. 
must add, whatever philosophy, rapturous 
otherwise (usually rapturous the case the natu- 
one may derive from such close communion 
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with nature. For all naturalists seem given rhap- 
sodies intensely personal and subjective character 
that have really little with their hobby; and Bur- 
roughs exception. Speaking winter says, 
“How nimbly you step forth! The woods roar, the 
waters shine, and the hills look invitingly near. You 
not miss the flowers and the songsters wish the 
trees the fields any different the heavens any 
nearer. Every object pleases. rail fence, running 
athwart the hills, now sunshine, now shadows— 
how the eye lingers upon it! the straight, light-gray 
trunks the trees, where the woods have recently 
been laid open road clearing—how curious they 
look, and surprised undress! Next year they 
will begin shoot out branches and make themselves 
screen.” All these tender, coy, and gentle affections 
(that they are spite the exclamatory marks) indi- 
cate the true naturalist, him Addi- 
son satirized for all time the “Will Virtuoso”. 
The man whose life occupied with minutiae that 
must always necessarily remain minutiae must occa- 
sionally draw the point too fine. the other hand, 
not deny the interest and fascination that natu- 
rally attach themselves descriptions and expositions 
natural life such. Then the naturalist acts 
his best capacity, when Burroughs writes: “When 
you cut the top pine spruce, removing the 
central and leading shaft, the tree does not develop 
and send forth new one take the place the old, 
but branch from the next rank, that is, from the 
next whorl limbs, promoted take the lead. 
curious note this limb rise and get into position. 
One season cut off the tops some young hemlocks 
that were about ten feet high, that had balled the 
winter and had moved into position for hedge. The 
next series branches consisted three that shot out 
nearly horizontally. time passed, one these 
branches, apparently the most vigorous, began lift 
itself very slowly toward the place occupied the 
lost leader. The third year stood angle 
about forty-five degrees; the fourth year had gained 
about half the remaining distance, when the clipping 
shears cut down again. five years probably 
would have assumed upright position.” may 
wonder what end such information serves, but may 
well admit, the same time that itself interest- 
ing. This book Burroughs, then, good—if you 
keep mind what you are reading. The text illus- 
trated capably black-and-white drawings Francis 
Lee Jacques. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


Steincrohn, Peter J., M.D. 


How Keep Fit Without Exercise 
Funk. Nov. 13, 1951. 211p. $2.95. 


Doctor Steincrohn makes lot very sound sense 
this brief book recommendable, hereby recom- 
mended all those over forty years age, particularly 
those who worry about their health, their girth, and 
their reputations athletes. exer- 
cise, Doctor Steincrohn means “strenuous violent 
exercise amounting exertion”, which, thinks with 


206 


good reason, overdoing when you get the middle 
age forty. Watch your diet and your weight will 
take care itself; let exercise alone, because does 
your heart good all and your arteries can’t take 
the stretching. 


All all, this pretty good little handbook; and the 
doctor makes his points shrewdly, You may 
laugh his concocton “blue-grape diet”; but 
bet, spite all his warnings, some fatty female will 
try before the semester ends. 


Posture, rest, moderation eating, drinking, smoking, 
exercising: that’s the secret keeping fit without exer- 
cise. And there’s many case know for which 
better use could put $2.95 than buy copy 
this book and make the “case” read it, not once 
twice. Three times! 


Osborne, Ernest The Family Scrapbook 
Association Press. Oct. 15, 1951. 457p. $3.95. 

The jacket sub-title this book describes “an 
album experience how get and give the most 
fun and love your family—parent-saving 
saving tips how modern old-fashioned 
family”. For this once anyway, the sub-title 
accurate description. There are nearly four hundred 
and fifty page-long suggestions how handle num- 
erous questions which arise daily family life. Each 
one headed catchy title and humorous draw- 
ing, presents specific situation, offers practical advice 
and logical reason for it. 


The topics cover many subjects, such eating habits, 
sleeping schedules, parental attitudes toward children’s 
playmates, fear, jealousy and tantrums, and the excel- 
lent index offers quick guide the contents. There 
are thirteen groups subjects, including “This Busi- 
ness and “Dads Are Necessary, Too”. 
The last four are valuable because rare work 
this type. They are entitled “Living 
Together”, “Family Centered Activities”, “Hints for 
Handy Home Crafts”, and “Fixing the House Into 
Home”. These particular make the book worth its 
seemingly high price and take out the category 
the usual book child raising. 


Although the author expert family relations 
and parent education, draws mostly from his per- 
sonal experiences father. Because extremely 
readable and has realistic and helpful approach 
everyday living, backed professional knowledge and 
real desire help families achieve happy homes, 
recommended reading for anyone, including the 


children. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Fifty Years Popular Mechanics, 1902-1952 
Edited Edward Throm. Simon Schuster. Nov. 14, 
1951. 308p. $5.00. 

suppose inevitable that business corporations and 
commercial enterprises should mark the various stages 
their survival with anniversary celebrations. The 
mere fact that they have endured through period 
years seems subject congratulation and op- 
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portunity enlarge profits. And publishing house, 
considering the number ventures that have been 
auspiciously and then withered the vine, probably 
has reason pat itself the back and throw party 
proudly signalize its own hardihood. That what 
Popular Mechanics is, effect, doing publishing 
this sampling pages from its fifty years making 
mechanical contrivances popular reading fare. 


you haven’t the fifty volumes the collected issues 
Popular Mechanics browse through rainy 
bedded-down days, this anthology has nostalgic and 
often revealing appeal the reader who has been 
Popular Mechanical history the first fifty years 
the twentieth century; picture supplement LIFE 
survey the vagaries and vacillations Modern Man. 
It’s not exhaustive even particularly accurate; but 
hits few high spots and fills the spaces between 
with random rubbish. 


found myself wondering what ever became the 
Sultan Turkey’s cut-glass staircase, described 
1909 issue. was bit local lore that perked 
1922 article radio railroad trains. had 
not known that the Delaware, Lackawanna Western 
was one the two pioneers that venture. Plans for 
Cozy Home for $700” (you did the carpentry and 
masonry and wiring, etc., yourself), 1933 issue 
seems wildly incredible today. And oddly, the span 
years Popular Mechanics extends from the intro- 
duction the automobile the antrum the atomic 
age. What foolishness that generation were sus- 
ceptible and guilty makes for rue and remorse. 
You will leaf through the pages this book with 
wry smile and mayhap furtive tear for the days that 
are more. 


Mauldin, Bill 

Sloane. Nov. 26, 1951. $5.00. 
World War and Bill Mauldin were made for each 
other. They first came together the 45th Infantry 
News, then the Mediterranean edition Stars and 
Stripes, and, eventually series books from the 
memorable Front the present collection 439 
cartoons Bill Mauldin’s Army. This last volume of- 
fers the opportunity appraising Mauldin’s work 
whole. The conviction remains that this 
war cartoons are the best ever done. They not 
glorify idealize war; they not portray heroism; 
they have nothing with military political 
high command. Rather, they show war its lowest 
level, through the eyes infantrymen 
Willie and Joe—the men who give little 
thought the over-all pictures strategy tactics, 
diplomacy international relations, causes effects. 
They are forever concerned with the hard realities 
the battlefield: mud, cold, blisters, fear, food. They 
struggle through the serious business survival. 
they grumble their way through the mock-serious rou- 
tines army life training camps replacement 
depots rest areas. Cigarettes and sex, officers and 
medicos, off-limits and MP’s these are the occasions 
their talk and actions. All elements Bill 
Mauldin handles without flaw. Check, for instance, 
any all the classic cartoons, the ones that ring 
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true least one generation Americans and will 
probably ring true all men long war they 
must: “Now that mention it, does sound like th’ 
patter rain tin roof”; “This damn tree leaks”; 
“Remember that warm, soft mud last summer?”; 
forever, Amen. Hit the “It sez here, 
ware the “Fresh, spirited American troops, 
flushed with victory, are bringing thousands hun- 
gry, ragged, battle-weary prisoners”; “I’m depending 
you old men steadyin’ influence for the replace- 
ments”; “Them rats! dirty, cold-blooded, sore- 
headed, stinkin’ Huns! 
skunks! .”; “It’s either enemy off limits”; “I’ve 
given you the best years life”; “Who it?” 
“Beautiful view! there one for the enlisted men?” 
“Dammit, promised bring rations this trip!” 
“He’s right, Joe. When ain’t fightin’ should 
act like “The prince and the pauper”; “If 
see Willie, tell ’im Joe’s looking for ’im. swiped 
the captionless picture the first ser- 
geant dealing merciful death old jeep with 
broken axle. turn, all these cartoons are either grim, 
pathetic, ironic, savage, bitter—but they are never sim- 
ply funny humorous. The subject matter precludes. 
And Willie and Joe—bedraggled, weary, dirty, always 
need sleeping and shaving—typify Mauldin’s point 
view. Anyone who would know the infantryman’s 
war must study, not merely look at, the pictures this 
Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Kelly, Lombard, M.D. 
Sexual Feeling Married Men and Women 


This one the many books similar nature liter- 
ally pouring out the presses today. presumably 
written for popular consumption. such its un- 
scholarly nature is, doubtless, not matter censure. 
However, attempt meet the popular mentality 
never vindication for being unscientific. This book 
not only affirms positions which have scientific valid- 
ity but also posits facts things which are being dis- 
proved science. 


The foreword structures our mentality expect this 
sort intellectual juggling, assuring that sex has, 
through the process evolution, become sublimated 
love. soon run into sweeping conclusions from 
history (p. and are told that neither the Old New 
Testaments interdict polygamy (p. despite the clear 
the Bible itself. are assured the ipse 
dixit the author physician, not historian) that 
there doubt that morals are better today than 
the Middle Ages (p. the other hand, 
are lulled into security being told (p. 42) that recent 
studies prove something without any attempt indi- 
cate what those studies are. accord with the modern 
fallacy, are reminded that masturbation neither 
abnormal nor unnatural (p. 103) the physician 
author who not And while favoring 
birth control, apparently unmindful (if indeed 
ever heard of) the fact that contraceptives are be- 
ing proved various nationally famous medical schools 
and their clinics, conducive 
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disease the tissues which our author states NOT 
injured birth control. 


The work whole typical scores similar books 
which into extensive details about the anatomy 
the sexual organs. This type book, the reviewer’s 
opinion, would seem preparing the husband 
wife for surgical practice obstetrics gynecology. 
Were the elaborate knowledge physiological detail 
imperative for adequate sex adjustment, the human 
race would have long ago ended its career. the 
contrary, scientific studies our disposal indicate that 
the least informed sex detail (our eighth grade 
graduates) are the most prolific, while our most literate 
sex (college graduate) are failing reproduce them- 
selves percent. time drop our wishful 
thinking and face the fact that exaggerated sexual 
physical facts are not the answer sexual maladjust- 
ment. Grandma seems have done quite well with- 
out graphs and charts. 


Clemens, Ph.D., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


The Office Party 
Doubleday. Dec. 


Ford, Corey 

Illustrated Whitney Darrow, Jr. 
1951. 63p. $1.50. 

The Christmas corkscrew spirit plunges 
efficiency and production release year long inhibi- 
tions and suppressed hilarity that bubbles over into the 
business world phenomena known The Office Party. 
But the spirit more than seasonal, and every em- 
ployee who lays down pencil pick dixie cup 
highball Christmas just reluctantly ready with 
enforced eagerness the office picnic, attend the 
testimonial dinner, and see that the soon married 
stenographer officially showered. 


But whoever attends—whether for frantic antics just 
drown all—is caught the witty web words 
Corey Ford and lampooned the twisting spit 
Whitney Darrow, Jr.’s pennings. The book enter- 
taining and wonderful satire only because see the 
hilarious commentary the good will get together the 
fallacy and the foolishness all. But though 
least not until someone can separate the life the 
party from being also the lush. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


More Little Nuns 

book Cartoons Joe Lane. 
Nov. 1951. $1.00. 

When one reads much about teen age temptations 
the daily news, one sometimes forgets that while 
some teen agers twist their temptations into sins, others 
subdue them and point them toward sanctity. More 
Little Nuns makes realize the latter with humor and 
dignity. Our young little nuns have all the honest 
human and innocent frailities youth—popcorn dur- 
ing movies, bubble gum, comic books the classroom, 
enthusiasm for Hopalong Cassidy, and partisan praise 
for Notre Dame football team. 


Extension Magazine. 
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The delightfully naive drawings are enhanced ex- 
plicit commentary:—The snow shoveler watching one 
the good little nuns fall down the ice and 
BOOM can only shout “Don’t touch her, 
she’s consecrated use the shovel!” While the 
little boy told “Stand the corner and say three 
Hail Mary’s”, aptly retorts, can’t only know one.” 


this the age comic books and cartoons, thank 
God that someone like Joe Lane has thought Chris- 
tianize and humanize them. The humor sincere and 
the result something that shouldn’t missed any- 
one. hug More Little Nuns your heart and 
chuckle. Buy and see. Your enthusiasm will shout 
for more More Little Nuns. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


REPRINTS 


MacDonald, John Ross The Drowning Pool 
Pocket Books. 195p. $0.25. 
This story murder wealthy California family 
leaves much desired. While the 
and gives promise something better than the final 
result, the plot exceptionally sordid with 
sion that unexpected and very poor taste. Not 
recommended. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Conception, Pregnancy and Birth 


Ratcliff, 
Oct. 159p. 


Original title: Birth. Pocket Books. 
$0.25. 

Mr. Ratcliff, writing sensible, matter fact, and, 
for the most part, moral manner, has set forth the pro- 
cesses birth and their relevant factors. part 
his concise treatment the psychological aspects 


MacDonald Ratcliff Rand McNally Pocket World Atlas 


Pocket Books. 


Best 


conception and pregnancy, the author summarizes the 
most recent developments the obstetrical field. 


the chapter has devoted scientific experiments 
“egg transfer breeding” concedes that there may 
moral problem involved. Obviously not 
overly concerned. The same unconcerned acceptance 
marks his approach artificial insemination and thera- 
peutic abortion. 


His views sex education, when taken their en- 
tirety, cannot considered other than amoral. 
despite the fact that Mr. Ratcliff’s ideas are, 
times, compounded good common sense. 


Jane Blanchard, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


McNally Pocket World Atlas 

Cardinal edition.) 1951. 

The physical proportions atlas make difficult 
item reduce pocket book size. The maps, both 
color and black and white, this edition are finely 
cut, but their necessarily small size limits their useful- 
ness and makes bit difficult correlate the fine 
index and gazeteer with the maps. great deai 
valuable and elusive geographical information group- 
together various easy-to-use tables and along with 
the glossary map terminology should boon the 
armchair geopolitician. The pocket World Atlas 
lot book for thirty-five cents, but occupies the same 
relative position its class that the pocket dictionary 
does unabridged work. 


Joseph Popecki, 

Assistant the Director 
Libraries, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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